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PETER SCHEMM

SCHEMM LEAPS
INTO NAGARA

The Well- Known Brewsr Com-
mits Snicide at the Falls

BROODED OVER FAILING SIGHT

Jumped Into the River Prom the Geat
Island Bridge and Shot Two Hun-
dred Feet to Death. |

Peter Schemm. founder of the big brew.
ing house of Peter Schemm & Son, commit-
ted suleide vesternday morning at Niagara
Falls by plunging into the water from the
bridge over Niagara rviver which connecis
Rath Island with the wain land, His body,
canght in the tremendous curreat, was )
gwept over the Falls and disappeared. Mel- |
ancholia due to the almost 1otal loss of his |
sight ls believed by his friends to have |
vaused that temporary aberration of wiwl |
which led him to sacrifice his life.

Mr. Schemm left his house for the last time
at noon on Monday. He opdered his coach- |
man to drive to the Reading Terminal and |
when he was asked whether he would need |
the carriange back there later answeredl nh._
ruptly “No." This was the last seen of nlm |
in this e¢ity by any one who Knew him.
He had been in the brewery for the last time
on Monday morning and had not stayed |
there long. |

Midnight Walk to the River. ,

At 11 o'vlock Monday night Mr. Schemm
got off the Lehigh Valley train at Teuth |
Street Statlon, two miles helow the Falls. |
He went aver to the New York Central
House just across the street, but instead of
entering it stopped at the doorway and
began talklng to a porter called O'Graly.
He inquired of the porter fhe wayv tn the
bridge across the gorge and offered O'Grady |
a quarter If he would show him the way
there. The two men went to the bridge to-
gether, nlthough it was near midnight, and
on the way Mr. Schemm asked a number of
questions as to the belght of the bridge.
the depth of the water and the swiftness
with which It ran over the falla On the |
hridge he stood for a few minutes silent.
Then, ax if awaking from a reverle, he
&nld sharply to O'Grady, "Show me the way |
back to the hotel™

At the hotel he wrote in a elear hand,
“Peter Schemm,”™ bur did not put down his
address. He appeared nervous and exelted. |
No one thought, however, of the possibility
of his taking his life. |

Yesterday mornlng Mre. Schemm arose at |
7 o'clock and had breakfast, All his ner- |
vousness of the night before was gone nnd]
he scemed 1o have thrown off all his worry |
nivl excltement. He left the hotel at half#
past 7 and engaged a hackman named Hickey |
to drive hlm to the falls. Hickey states that
he drove his passenger through the elty to
joat lsland, around the |sland and then
baek to the malnland. They stopped at the
European Hotel on the riverway, and there
Mr. Behemm and Hickey had a,glass of beer,

|
Drove to Scene of His Death. j

From the European Hotel Hickey drove |
geross the upper steel arch bridgze to the
Canadlan <lde and thence throngh Queen |
Vietoria Park and back to the ulted States
shile. Here Mr. Schemus told Hicker 1o
drive back aguin to Goat Isiand. Imring
the latter part of the drive, aceording to
Hickey's story, Mr. Schemm began to talk |
about his business affalrs. “Pyve left my son
at home In charge of things.” he sald, “and
1 think evervthing will be all right.” |

Om the way to Goat Island, when they
were near the bridge which leads to Rath
Island, Mr. Bchemm stopped the carrlage
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‘and told Hickey that he would llke to walk
acrose. He ordered Hickey to drive slowly |
snhead and wait for him at the other side,
' This was at 9.15.

Thomas Birch, bridge care-taker on the |
- Btate Reservation, saw the act of sulclde
' Itse!f. Schemm had walked to the centre
’uf the bridge and there had paused a o-
went, It was here he had been with
 O'Grady at midnight the night before. Then |
 Bireh saw him elimb the low ralling and |
leap Into the water twenty feet below.
,'Therr wns no chance to save him, and
Bireh, who ran to the side of the bridge |
Copposite the polnt from which Mr. Behemm |
Jumped, was only In time to see the body
- passing beneath.

| The Body Shoots the Itaplds.

The Dbody passed into a  white-capped
wave and o moment later swept at awful
speed by the reefs which run from the
malpland to Goat Island. Opposite Pros.
! pect 'oint the hody shot from the cloud of
spray and dashed on the rocks below, Then
It wag secn no more,

In this city Mr. Schemm lived at 031 North |
' Eighth street, with his wife and seven un. |
marrled danghters. Hls son was at Holly |
Hench, and Immediately upon the receipt of
the news of his father's death came to the |

i city and at once left for the Falls, .

| Mr. Schemm's Life.

Peter Schemm was born in Dotterhelm,
Ravarin, In 1824, and when be was 19 years
old erossed the ocean and came to this clty.
His family for some generations back had
been brewers, and young Schemm brought
" with bim all the strict traditions which sor-
routidl the brewing trade In the most cele-
brated brewling country In the world, |

Naturally endugh, Peter Schemm entered
upon his arrival here the trade for which
his previeus training bad fitted him, and
the young man becanie a Jourheyman hrewer

In the employ of Gustay Bergger, the foun-
L der later of the brewlng firm of Bergner &
 Engel, This he left after a few years, and |
began business for himself In partnership |
with Louls Bergdoll. This lasted untll 1845,
and was followed by partpership  with
George Muller, which In turn existed unti]
1840,

Sohomm Founds His Brewery.

In this lntter year Mr., Schemm lald the
foundation for the house which now bears
his vawe, and In conducting which he has
maile a fortune, .

I'eter Behemm, In the various partnershipe
of which he was a member, was always a
bellever In Bavarlan honesty In Wis beer,
It was that honesty which made the reputa
tion of his bhouse and It was that which he
was nlways Interested In upbolding. Mb»,
Schemm even earrled his Bavarian ldeas of

what should be done with beer Into the
retall trade. He sold only to those reta'l
ers whose places he Hked and confined his
sales 1o one saloon In a Jarge distriet. His
ald world ldeas are thus shown in the places
where hig beer o sold, They are Invariably
the more digtinetly German saloons, more
nearly the “hlerstube’ amd “knelpe’ of hils
native country,

Poor Eyesight Troubled Him.

The fallure of Mr. Schemm's eyesight, how-
ever, made business harder and harler for
him, and for severnl years his only son aml
oldest child, 'eter Beliemm, Jr., has done
practieally all the work of directing the
business. This enforced ldleness was un-
usually trylng to a man who had been as
active an the futher, and his later years even
with the consolations of a devoted wife and
chlldren bad this cloud over them. He has
diad thirteen children In all, and leaves bhe
sldes hix son seven daughters, three of whomn
are married. He was Interested beslde In
a number of German socleties, and with a
select clrele of friends was aecustomed every
afternoon to gather In German fashion In a
saloon near the brewery and stay for sev-
eral hours. |

It was undoubtedly the brooding over his
eyesight, say hix friends who met him In
thls social way, whica eaused him to think
of sulelde. He had been extremely melan.

choly lately.
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WHERE MR. SCHEMM WAS SWEPT OVER NIAGARA FALLS

When they came to the bridge on the
route to Goat Island, he got out and sent
the driver across the bridge, saying he
wonld walk across so as to get a better
view. In the middle of the flridge a fig-
ure was seen climbing up and over. There
was a shout from people at a distance
which caused all faces to be turned in that
direction. The 200 pound form of the gray
hearded, T-l-j'ﬂnr-—ﬂ]h man was that of Pe-
ter Schemm.

OVER TO OBLIVION.

Caretaker Birch, of the State Reserva-
tion was the one mearest to him and ran
to the spot, but before he could reach him
the suicide was up where he could jump,
and as he did so, he cried “Good bye.
His body struck the seething torrent as
Birch looked over the rail above. A mo-
ment it sank and then the rapids turned 1t
up and over, toyving with it, exhibiting it
on the crest of every reef, as it went
swiftly to the American Falls.

Driver Hickey =aid Schemm told him
that he had intended to stop at Bethle-
hem and had not dressed himself for a
trip to Niagara Falls. After the tragedy
there were many about the hotel to recall

the actions of Schemm that ought to have
uroused suspicions,
EVIDENTLY LONG CONTEMPLATED

When Mr. Bchemm visited Niagara
Falls some years ago he said to a friend:
“What a fine place to die, if one wished
to end his life quickly!"” Members of his
family absolutely refused to be seen, bhut
intimate friends declared that they had
not noticed any strange actions in the
man. He retired from the brewing busi-
ness gix vears ago and stopped at the of-
fice only a few minutes a day. Since 1870
he had been a director of the National Se-
curity Bank, at Franklin and Girard ave-
nue, and when he missed the regular
board meeting at the bank vesterday, they
were prepa for any news, because he
was the most ular attendant, and ves-
terday morning he had arranged to loan a
AT pMM). The transaction could not
be made on account of his abzence.

For vears he had been troubled with cat-
aract in his eves, He had tried o tions
and treatment of the best specialists in
the country in vain. He was also troubled
with rheumatism, and other complaints
due to qpﬁ. He would frequently eay,
“Oh, I wish I was d ** but it was al-
ways taken as a joke, and he was the “life
of the board meetings.” He had a party
of chums with whom he would spend
hours daily telling stories and laughing
and singing. Even in a party of young
men, he would frequently appear the jol-
liest of the party.

ALWAYS JOVIAL.

Every evening he met his friends plumb-
er Eﬂﬁ But?ﬁer Haiback, Roofer Wahl
and Undertaker Christlan Kunzig, and
others, at Massholder's place to swap

arng, and when he failed to meet them on
i{und:y, they wondered what had hap-

to him, and were trying to find
out Monday might. :
to Mre. Kunzig, of feeling very nervous.

Nearly every mﬂmin&ht could be seen
driving through the Park with his wife or
some of his f:m.;]?'. It is said that he
never went out his home or came in
E'ithnnt iving every member of his bi

mily ris a or a kiss. He
and p.rbechrum his friends in a jolly man-
ner.

When ordered his carriage at Cook”
| stable dnhE.ﬂuth street, near ﬂi:'l]-"ﬂ =
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get shaved.

ey
nue, Monday morning, he went into the
barber shop near by to

PETERSCHEMM
ENDS HIS LIFE

Leaped Into the Rapids
Above Niagara Falls
and Was Lost

FRIENDS MYSTIFIED
OVER THE ACT

Registered His Right Name
at the Central House

Before Taking His
Life

Peter Schemm, the popular brewer, mil-
lionaire, a favorite in many societies, fa-
ther of a large family, bank director and
art patron, vesterday leaped into the rap-
ids above the Niagara Falls from the
bridge leading to Goat Island, in sight of
hundreds of people. His body whirled on
its wayv to destruction, passed over the
Falis on the American side and may never
be recovered.

The Associated Press dispatch from Ni-
agara Falls was the first news to the fam-
ily, at 931 North Eighth street, and to his |
friends at the brewery at Twenty-fifth
| and Poplar streets. Their worry and
search for him began the night before, as
thevy knew from the breaking off of his
daily habits of life that something was
wrong. All they could learm from his
faithful carriage driver, named Clarke,
was that he took Mr. Schemm to the
Reading Terminal Depot Monday about
12 o'clock.

HIS JOURNEY TO DEATH.

“That’'s all; you can go home, 1’1l trou-
ble you no more,” were the last words said
to the driver. He spoke in his accustomed
 munpner as the driver then thought, and
disappeared in the depot, Upon his fml-
ure to appear with his coterie of merry-
making associates at Massholdre's saloon,
near the brewery. and his failure to re-
turn home at the accustomed hour in the
evening, where he was usually as punctual
as the clock, an investigation was started
and every effort was made to trace him.
Telegrams were sent to his son, Peter, Jr.,
at Holly Beach, and inquiries were made
of all hig intimate friends in this city.
None knew anything. He sometimes bad
business at Bethlehem and had an inter-
est in the Warwick Iron Company, but all
that could be learned was what the driver
knew, that he left him at the Reading
Terminal.

A distressing night and morming for his
family and friends ended in the startling
news that he had become the first sensa-
tional suicide of the summer at Niagara
“alls.

AT THE FALLS.

He arrived at Niagara at 11 o’clock the
night before and went to the Central
House, where he registered as Peter
Schemm, without putting down an ad-
dress. He inguired for the steel arch
bridge and paid 25 cents to be conducted
there at night. When he went back to the
hotel vesterday morning, he said that he
vwas from Philadelphia, and after break-
fast, he hired Hackman Hickey to take
him for a drive. He was taken all along
the rapids and stopped many times to
make examinations, out of curiosity as the
driver thought, but evidently with the
contemplation of jumping.

On

He often complained |
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leaving he said to the proprietor, “You
have seen me every morning for nearly
ten years, but 1 don’t think you will ever
sec me again.”” This was taken for a joke
and Mr. Schemm got in the carriage and
was driven to the depot.

Mr. Wittman went to Niagara last even-
ing hoping against hope that something
might ge gﬂne toward the recovery of the
body. The family refused to believe that
he jumped off, but said he must have
fallen off the i}ndge, He leaves a son,
Peter A. Schemm, and many daughters
two of whom are at home. The marrie
daughters are Mrs. Charles A. Baacke,
wife of an attorney of Atlantic City; Mrs.
Henrvy Kuehnle, of Egg Harbor; }‘Irﬁ; Jo-
seph J. Wittman, Mrs. Eugene A. Kolb.
Mrs. W. T. L. Warthman, and Mrs. Louis
Wassmuth.

A SELF-MADE MAN.

Peter Schemm was born at Dostenheim
near Neustadt-on-the-Aisch, Bavaria, May
30. 1824, Landing at Baltimore in his
eighteenth vear. without friends or rela-
tives in this country, he found employ-
ment as a farm hand on what was then a
large farm on the Belair road, on the iden-
ti:*}l spot now nc{'utpmd by the Von der
Horst Brewery. After five years of ser-
vice at Baltimore he left for Philadelphia.
engaging with Dithmar & Butz, the cele-
brated ale and porter brewers. In 1849
he entered into business relations with

Louis Bergdoll, thus being one of the
founders ot the establishment now known
as “The L. Bergdoll Brewing Co.”" Re-

tirin[.héhe following year. to give place to
Mr. rgdoll’s brother-in-law, the late
Charles Psotta, Mr. Schemm formed a
E:artnerﬁhip with George Manger, as
Manger & Schemm, at Second and New
streets, a firm well known in its day, and
held :n happy remembrance
old ecitizen of Philadelphia. er Dicke
George” was one of the characters of Ger-
man society in Philadelphia in those days
of over thirty years ago.

After five vears of hard work, Mr.
Schemm started a saloon at 238 Race
street, still in existence and known for
vears as the principal place of resort of
the German element of the city. In 1855
he formed a partnership with L. Hauser
as L. Hauser & Co., which was renewed
after five years as Hauser & Schemm, con-
tinuing so until the death of Mr. Hauser
in 1863, when Mr. Schemm purchased the
widow's interest, and has continued the
business ever since under the name of Pe-
ter Schemm. He was a member of the
Odd Fellows, Red Men, Seven Wise Men,
Masonic and other orders, and in some
served as Grand Master, State Represen-
tative and other important positions. He
was a member also of the German Soclety
Turners’ Schutzenverein, Saengerbund,
etc. He was one of the founders and for
many years Frﬁident of the Philadelphia
Lager Beer Brewers' Association. He was
also one of the founders of the National
Security Bank, the Northern Savi
Fund and Trust Company, and of ?E:
Warwick Iron Company, and was a mem-
ber of the Commercial Exchange of Phil-
adelphia.
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Articles That Reflect the Aftermath

The Times (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - 16 Sep 1898, Fri -

An Employe of the Stesl Arch Bridge
at Nlagara Reforts Having
Discovered It.

Epecial Telegram to THE TIMES,
Niagara Falls, September 15.
W. L. Efick, an employve of the steel arch
bridge, had his attentlon called by a stranger

to a nude body passing down from upder- :

neath the bridge. As he was 200 feet up
he econld see gome depth In the water, the
body belng plalnly visible. He notified the
bridge office and glasses were directed to-
ward the body, which was seen for quite a
distance.

More than one body has Instantly been |

disrobed by the action of the water uyder

the falls, and the body may bave been
SEchemm's. Gorge Road passengers report
baving seen a body In the whirlpool.

The Times (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - 26 Sep 1898, Mon -

'WERE NOT SCHEMM’S LEGS

The Part of a Human Body Fouad at
Niagara DId Not Belong to the
Phlladelphlan.

Special Telegram to THE TIMES,
Ningara Falls, September 25.

Joseph F. Wittman and Willlam H. Gar-
rett, of Philadelphia, returned here to-day
to Inspect the palr of 1egs found ln the river
on Friday and decide, If possible, If they
belonged to the body of the late Peter
Bchemm. They went to Nlagara Falls, South
Ontario, In company with Chlef Young and
Chief Dinat and after callilng on Under-
taker Morse, of Church, went to his morgue.

Both men looked at the legs very carefully
and when they turned from the sight they
unhesitatingly sald the legs were not a por-
tlon of the bady they sought. The feel were

entirely different from Schemm's feet, they
sald, and the legs were not the size of the

missing Philadeiphlan’s. It was with regret
ey came to this conclusion, but they were
rm

There Is a susplclon among the residents
of Niamara Falls, Ont., that the Im&hl-
Fists The babks with Th expectation Tha

ng the w X n tha
the reward will be Increased within a few
days. However, there Is little foundation
for such a belief, ax Nlagura has never
beard of such a erous offer as that of
the emm family.

Messrs, Wittman and Garrett were secn
this evenlng and stated positively the legs
were not Schemm's,

The Philadelphia Inquirer 17 Sep 1898, Sat

REWARD OFFERED

'RELATIVES OF PETER SCHEMM
WILL GIVE $1000 FOR HIS

BODY

Philadelphia Inquirer 01 Oct 1893, Sat

Hired Boatmen Watch the Lowe
River at Niagara Falls in Hope of
Securing the Remains

l*—.-—-—'— o —— =

SCHEMM’S WIL

‘He Left an Estate Valuned at Two
| Hundred Thousand Deollars

Epecial to The Inguirer,

- R > wr Peter Schemm, the well-known brewer,
. }']‘%GAH'\ FALLS, N. Y., S('pt 16.— Inhn comunitted sulelde by Jumping from
So anxious are the relatives of Peter Goat  Island Erldge. XNlagara Falls, on

Schemm, the Philadelphia gentleman who
leaped from the Goat Island Bridge and
was dashed over the American Falls, to
recover the body that they have offered
the handsome reward of $1000 for it. The
reward of $S1000 is the largest ever of-

tered for the recovery of a body in the Sehes, all his bhouschold goods, faral.
lower river. Joseph F. Wittman, his son- tire, o Ife Interest in the distillery, at
in-law, and William H. Garrett, who 931 North  Elghih street, amd  oue-thied
came to this eity with Detective Mur- part of all the rest of his estate, and to

ray, of Philadelphia, on Wednesday, and his granddanghtcr, Loulsa Mussina, cuild
published notices of the rewar : are of s deceased danghter, Catharine Mus-

still here at the Hotel Kaltenbach, and sina, $5000 s glven.

will remain until to-morrow. Detective | T will then =ay=: 1 give the re-

Murray has returned to Philadelphia. Mr. malning two-thirds of my estate, except

Wittman and Mr. Garrett have made | the lngney to sy granddanghter, Louisdg

Mus<sing, to my ehlldren whoe may be lv- -
Ing at the time of my Jdeath, share and

September 12, left an estate valued at
KAWL INND,

Schemm s will was admitted to probate
Cvesterdany ., and  hi's vast Interests go to his
pldow and ehildren. There are uo char-
Itable beguests In the will,

He glves to his wife, Frederieka Roslua

every effort to find some trace of the

body, but so far without success. They | share attke.
have hired boatmen in the river near | “The title *o the realty of the brewery
Lewiston to keep a close watch for the ||1ru|.n'ﬂ,'l'. sitnuted at the northwest cors

b s S sl L P
mber of the

body, and have themselves watched along 1

the  banks in hope of seeing it. street. whete the

engnged Is condneted, as a e

|  The announcemenst of the big reward v J firin of Peter Schemm & Son, stands in oy
day will bring out all the ﬁlﬁermen and nnne s ¥er, but the same is the propert
gmdes of the lower river in search of of the sald fiem in which 1 bave on f

Interest, amd the other one-hnlf intercst
belongs to wy poartoer and son, the said
Peter A. Behemm.” Provision |s made for
the continuance of the husiness,

In the will of Mary Ann Quigley, whe
Med recently al 2028 Montrose street, leay.

the body, and_it is the opinion of men
| who are acquainted with the river thas
the body will rise in four or five days, and
if such proves true there is not the least

doubt the relatives of the dead will soon
" ’ tate worth $2400, arc beguests of
have their dead. There are some old Efm“:'n':t.“lfhnﬂﬂ. Seminary at Overbrook

river men, however, who state positively Land 100 to the Little Sisters of the Poor

that the body will never be seen, as it of Philadeiphin,

| will be ground to pieces on the rocks be-
low after passing over the falls.

The Times (Philadelphia. Pennsylvania) « 08 Qct 1898, Sat « Page$ LL'
The Times (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) - 24 Sep 1598, Sat - B J ’ .
egal Yotices
"W STATE OF PETER BCHEMM, EASED,
MAY BE SCHEMM’S LEGS )" latters testamentary on (e above Estats
e s ped p o R
The Tower Part of a Muman Body ment 1o I&Hﬂ.‘
Found Below Niagara Falls. “;.ggﬂl h i E: DCHRHH:
Specinl Tﬂu-nnn:: to THE TIMES E’M ‘mwmﬂﬂﬂgf
Niagara Falle, September 23 Bullding. i

. Peter Andersan this aftermnoon found a |
pair of legs floating in the Niagara river
near Queenston, Ontarioe. He made gearch
for the trunk In all the addies, but It was
not found. There Is every reason to helleve
that the legs are a part of the body of Peter
Sehemm, of Philadelphla. There was noth-
- Ing attached to them, however, to ald In
| ldentification. The foot took an 84 or 9 shoe
and Is quite pointed. Both legs are badly
- broken, and fastened to the lower part of
the abdomen, which Is attached to the legs,
& a plece of wire, which leads to the bellef
that the body was torm In twao by bheing
canght In one of the suspension bridge
wrecks in the river. -

A mwan named M. B. Marvin, of Buffalo,
has been missing since September 4, but as
he was drowped just albvwve Queenston It Is
thought the legs do not belong to his body.
Undertaker Morse, of Niagara Falls, S8outh
Ontarlo, has taken charge of the legs, and
to-night he is treating them with a patent
finld which acts a8 a preservative and will
| keep them for years. He expresses the
opinlon that the legs belonged to & man of
medium helght, nnd that they were broken
| by belng canght In rocks.

If they prove to be Bchemm's legs Ander-

son wiil claim $500, which is MRIf of the re-
| ward offered.

The Times (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
07 Oct 1898, Fn

SCHEMM'S BODY FOUND

Mangled Corpse Belleved to be That
of the Brewer Taken Out of a
Nlagara Whiripool.

gpecial Telegram to THE TiuEs.
Niagara Falls, N, Y., October 8.

The body of A man was taken out of the
whirlpool this afternoon. There Is llittle
doubt but that it is that of Peter Schemm,
of Philladelphia. The legs are off at the
knees and the fleah is gone from there to the
hips. The arms are off at the elbows, and
the flesh |s gone to the shoulders. The skull
is bare, Five of the upper front teeth are
out, also four of the lower, but means of
identification are found In the double teeth,
which are fllled with gold, as were
Schemm's., The shape of the head is also like
Bchemm's, and It Is evident the man was
large while alive.

The Philadelphia Inquirer (Philadelphia, P... - 09 Oct 1898,

Remains Found at lm Falls
Not Those of the Brewer

NIAGARA FA[‘IB' N- ‘*ll M- 84—
The body fished - out of the whirlpool
Thursday, and supposed to be that of |
Peter Schemm, was viewed to-day by A.
who 16 et 65 Eawr. di Shod
who 18 sup O now a about
iigehma:;: h. .m a cll:tfu]l' 3
10on e Doctor iively t
the 'hodr wag not ml:_ \

A reward of $1000 for the recovery of
the body has stirred up the residents
along the river banks, and a wateh |
lukcptdlrnndni;htfurﬂmtm ‘
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