John Codner and Joan Bartoll

Vital Statistics

Torrey's New England Marriages

* CODNER. John & 1/wf! Elizabeth . bv 1639; Marblehead {Gen Mag. 2:130}

CODNER, John (1625-1710) & Joan (BARTOL) [CHAPMAN]. w Edward/Edmond; by 1664;
Marblehead {Essex Ant. 9:189: Bartol 7: Chapman (1893) 1; ETHC 47:345}

* CODNER. Christopher (-1660) & Mary |BENNETT] (1638-). m/2 Elias WHITE 1661 (div). m/3 Richard
DOWNING: by 16535; Marblehead {Marblehead VR 3:33; Essex Co. Probates 1:325-6; Sv. 1:417; Essex Ant.
8:186: Reg, 32:237, 40:65. EIHC 1:99; 44:229, GDMNH 88; Gen Mag. 2:41}

# Related?

BLACKLER. William & Jane [CODNER] (—1701): by 1684, by 16807; Marblehead {Essex Ant. 9:189. 191:
ETHC 46:308;

{ GALE. Benjamin & 1/wf Lvdia by 1677: Marblehead {Gale 193]
GALE. Benjamin & 2/wf Deliverance [CODNER] aft 3 Oct 1699, by 17017; Marblehead {Gale 193}

Marblehead
Deaths

BLACKLER Jone. 1701

GALE Deliverance, w. Benjamin, 4m: 1723
Benjamin, Apr. 3. 1714,

2006-075-00407 - House

harblehead Jumor High Archives Histoncal Building Survey The house at 60 Front Street

N has many notable features. Greek revival door, windows and fireplaces, a commaon wall,
ME-II'} jﬂ{-"'l '1[?&'—[(1 d ’_ two shed dormers, a fisherman's shack, and the house becomes wider as il goes loward

) Historical R the sireet. John Codner, a fisherman and large owner of land, owned 60 Front Sireet al
Commission . the same Ume he owned State Streel Whar!.

2006-075-00406 - House

The first William Blackler was John Marblehead Junior High Archives Historical Building Survey The onginal owner of 57

Codner's son-in-law and inherited the : Front Street was John Codner. William Blackler, who lived in this house, crossed the

house. William Blackler IV crossed the Delaware in 1776 with George Washinglon o fight the Battie of Trenton. John Codner

Delaware with George Washington. was a wealthy fisherman and owned a lot of land. Blackler marmed John Codner's
daughter and in his will he: lefl the house Lo his son-in-law

Essex Institute Historical
Collections, Volume 46

The cove at the foot of State street was called the
cove in 1725; and Codner’s cove in 1781. Oect. 21,
1662, at a town meeting, the commoners “ that
the Cove lying between John Codners and John Northies i
stage, shall be for a common landing place for the use of
the public good of the Towne forever.” This agreement
was signed by Moses Maverick, Joseph Dolliber, John
Peach, sr., Christopher Lattimore, John Waldron, John
Codner, John Bartoll and five others in the name of all
of the commoners.}

The John Codner Lot: John Codner of Marblehead, fisherman, owned this lot in 1699, and *
died possessed of it in the early spring of 1710.

John Codner House. John Codner of Marblehead had his fishing stage at this cove as

early as 1662. He owned this tract of land before 1696, probably as early as 1662; and *
died possessed of the house and lot in the winter of 1709-10; his will, dated Jan. 19,

1709-10 being proved, March 28, 1710. His estate was divided in the winter of 1725-6,

the mansion house and land adjoining, being assigned to his son-in-law William Blackler

and his wife and children, William, John, Elias and Elizabeth, the parents having a life

estate, and the children the remainder in fee. The house was gone in 1732;* when the

Blacklers made a division of the estate. Essex Registry of Deeds, book 105, leaf 54. [1]

Prabably our John Codner.[f not asterisked, it could be another.

Marblehead, Volume 1
By John Hardy YWright
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“Old Tucker House,” formerly at 64 Front Street, built mid- to late seventeenth century
(1905 postcard). An old stone foundation is as pronounced as the overall deteriorating
condition of what many nineteenth-century local historians believed was one of Marblehead's
carliest First Period dwellings. Built by John Codner in a field near Gregory Street and later
moved to the site opposite Ferry Lane, the ramshackle house was photographed in raking
sunshine several years before it was demolished. (Courtesy Mr. and Mrs. Robert Swift.)




Records and Files of the
Quarterly Courts of Essex
County, Massachusetts ...
By Massachusetts. County Court {Essex
sournty)

Joseph Bowed, not having the approbation of the selectmen of
Marblehead to sell strong waters or beer, court ordered him to for-
bearselling anylongerupon his peril. Finesof the last court remitted.{

Court taking into consideration the case of Elias White and Mary
his wife, and weighing all things seriously, upon the deliberate
hearing of the parties, together and apart, and the evidence, de-
clared that it would not be offensive to the court for her, the said
Mary, to marry another man.}

1The petiti Mavencke,§ Francis Jobnson,§ Lott
Connant, 3§ .Iuhn Cndneri and Christo. Latemor,§ selectmen of
Marblehe -0 : 1663, “that whereas Juaeph Bowed of

the same plm:& hnth for some space of time kept a Comon tipling
house seling of strong watters and Rapp. and pretends a licence
from the last Court: at Salem. In June last your petitioners
humbly Craue the fauor of this honored Court and Benifitt of the
Law that neither he; nor any other be Intruded: on us with out
the approbatitions of the Towne or Select men; which the said
Joseph Bowed never had and that we may be free in the Choyse
of men to such Imployment as other Townes are.”

tCopy of record of Court of Assistants held at Boston, Mar. 3,
1662, made by Edward Rawson,§ secretary: Major Hauthorne,
by letter returning a warrant, bond and evidence taken before
him relating to what Margaret, in behalf of her daughter Mary
White. the wife of Elins White. said in regard to his insufficiency
uunuerumg the marriage state and her desire of being freed from
him. arties appeared and the court declared that they did
not a-&e su ient ground to separate them, but advised them to
live together a while longer.

Willinm Charles and John Codner of Marblehead deposed in rela-
tion to what Elias White told them, ete. Sworn, 2: 1: 1662-3 before
William Hauthorne. Co ¥ made by Edward Rawson,f secretary.

Copy of Elias White's answer to Willam Charles am:l
gﬂ_‘ger;] both of Marblehead, recorded in the records of the Com

ta, Mar. 3, 1662, made by Edward Rawson,t secretary.
He owned their statements to be true and told the court that he
was fully eontented to be separated, if it so pleased authority.

Allice (her mark) Peach and William Waterst deposed that the
third day after Ellis White and Marv Codner were married, he
invited deponents to supper, and Allice Peach’s husband wished
Mary Whit joy of her marriage. She answered that she hoped
to be married again in three or four years. )

John (his mark) Thorning deposed that Richard Downing had
kissed Mary White many a time and shown other marks of affection.
Also that he saw Ellis Whit drink to his wife but she refused to
drink, and answered that she would rather pledge her cousin Down-
ing than him.

Mary (her mark) Trevet and Jane Woolcott deposed the same.

The foregoing testimony was sworn to, 3 :1 : 1662-3, before
Wm. Hathorne.t
# Mary Condner was the wife of Christopher Codner.

tlett’s bill of costs, 17s.
leposed that being at Marblehead about fourteen
days since, heard Cristo. Lattamore warn these men not to
moor their boat upon his land, but they said they would. Then
Lattamore said he would cut it, and they dared him to do it.
Presently he came with an axe and those who were upon the stage
called to those in the boat to come ashore, whereupon Faithfull
Bartoll and John Prest came ashore and fell with violent hands
upon Mr. Lattamore. Down came Mr. Lattamore upon the rocks,
it being his own land by common repute, and said Bartoll was
upon the body of said Latamore, and shook him and punched him
with his knee and hands. When Latamore arose, his face was
very bloody and he spit blood. Robert Codner testified to the
substance of the foregoing. Sworn in court.

Mr. George Emery deposed that Mr. Lattemar sent for him and
he went to his house and found him very much bruised and “he

lett him bloud.”” Three or four days afterward he went again and
found him not well, etec. Sworn in court.

Jno. Pedrick, aged about twenty-five years, deposed that he
saw Faithfull Bartlet, one of Francis Johnson's crew, go ashore to
the rock where their mooring was made fast against Mr. Late-
more's land, and saw the latter strike said Bartlet two blows on
his head and shoulders with an axe-helfe. At this they both closed
and fell down upon the rock together. When they arose, deponent
saw said Latemor strike him again with hisfist, etc. Sworn in court.

The Probate Records of Essex
County, Massachusetts: 1635-

William Browne v.IInhn C&dne-rl Non-performance of a prom-
ise made by him upon the marniage of his daughter-in-law to the
gaid Brown. Verdiet for plaintiff, either the two acres of land
at Gatchell’s hill or on the neck, or ground to set a house upon and
a garden spot by the cow house of sai also one-third part
of the shallop called the Black Besse, and seven years' stage room
for his own particular person.f

1 June 6, 1664, signed by John Fuller,§ for the court.
und John Bartoll, sureties for Codner's appearance.
rowne's bill of cost, 1li. 14s. 10d.

Jﬂhn Pedrick, aged about forty years, and James PﬂEFE. ﬂg&d
forty-five years, deposed that hmng in September las : :
of Goodman Grosse at Bostone, in company with |
and William Browne and nthers they heard Codne
with =aid Browne about marrving his daughter-in-law Mary Ghm
Deponents heard Codner say to Browne “yf thee doest mary my

Daughter, (meaning ve said mary) I will give thee two acres of
land at Gatchells hill or on the neck, & yf vou acept not of that, I
will giue thee ground to sett a house upon & a garden spott, by my
cow house, & further said I will alsoe giue thee the third pt of my
5lmllnp caled ye black Bess: & for stage roome [ mll gme thee
% alsoe for 7 yeares for thy || owne || ptie : and said
rowne answered, taking off his hat, when
to him upon those foregoing words, nnillug
you, father.” Then they shook hamln and f,u{lm:r was well
in his right undnrﬁmnding and memory without being distem-
pered with drink or otherwise. Sworn, 25 : 4 : 1664, before Wm.
Hathorne.{

Samll. Condey, aged about thirty-three years, deposed that
Jno. Pederick said that Browne's estate was worth two hundred
pounds in England, ete. Sworn in court.

Robert Pety, aged twenty-t ears, deposed that when
William Browne demanded what ad promised, the latter
said hl: had promised him nothing ant did com by it how you
can.’ : Sworn, 25 {E 1664 B‘éfﬂrgl“ uﬁfe} nﬂ";ﬁﬁne ?r}

Mary er t.‘l.'Ll:Il.t_‘, -S1X vears, d Andrew
Rowland received ﬂt’ her mother Benitt, etc. Sworn in court.

Execution, dated 15 : 8 : 1664, to be levied upon estate of John
Codner, namely, on two acres of land at Gatchell’s hill or on the
neck in Marblehead, or ground to set a house on and a garden spot
by the cow house of mufm dner, at the choice of William Bra::-wnn
also one-third of the shallop called the Black Besse and possession
of the stage for his own personal use for seven vears, to satisfy
judgment of Salem court of 28 : 4 : 1664, signed by Hillyard Veren,}
cleric., and returned by Isack Williams,f constable. The two
acres of land on Gatchell’s hill were delivered to William Browne
before Mathew Pricet and Samuell Archard,t marshal, by John
Codner without serving the execution.

Bi-centennial of the First
Congregational Church,

Marblehead, Massachusetts ...
By O Nortn Chorgh (Matehead, Wass. p

While overhauling the ancient records of the town, among
numerous sales of land made to indivicduoals, by chance my eye fell on
the following significant entry, bearing date of 1695: “Voted that
the Trustees for the Commoners Le instructed to sell a piece of land
to widow of William Norman, adjoining John Codner’s Orchard on
the south-west, and is there two poles wide and is so much on the
opposite towards the meeting-house spring, and is three poles long on

the north-west and south-east sides.” To make this intelligent 1 will
state that John Codner (whose house, built about 1640, still stands,
on Front street, doubtless the oldest house in town) was one of the
carliest settlers, and a farmer ; his farm extending, tradition says, from
the first cove to Cotty's head, near the foot of Franklin street, in one
direction. In the oldest land grants reference is very frequently
made to John Codner’s * Orchard,” or * Garden,” as making one of the
bounds for various tracts of land sold by the town autharity for house-
lots and fish-fence lots.® It is a tradition that a foot-path ran through
his farm, where State street is now located, as far as Harris™ Count,
where an Indian had his hut, while a white man lived about half way
up State street on the right, as one goes from the wharf. I mention
this path, the forerunner of the future street, as suggestive of an
explanation why so many lots bounded on John Codner's “ orchard,”
or “ garden,” the territory being part of his farm, the lots having no
great depth bounded on that portion of the farm used for orcharding
or gardening. Now returning to widow Norman's house-lot, to
bound south-west on the Codner orchard it must have been located
with a front about where Franklin street now is, and this would make
the shallow public well that stands there at the present day just back
of where the old meeting-house stood, the * meeting-house spring™ of
the record. And as it may he assumed that it was naturally so named
from the meeting-house being in the vicinity at the time, this would
strongly tend to prove that it was there as early as 1695.

Essex Institute Historical
Collections, Volume 47

1664 Joanna Codner Lot. This lot consisted of one and one-

half ten-acre lots, the whole lot being the eastern portion

B or Cmmar iy ar MASLERER, of this lot. It was owned by Abraham W hiteare of Mar-

Almlﬁtgn m& mE?tlEt?:fC{liﬁm? ﬁhlg] s]::dted IE: blehead, fisherman, before 7: 10 mo. 1652, when he con-

widow, Lliza of Alardle n- veyed it to Edmond Chapman of Marblehead, shipwright.§

'ﬂm 4 34}1*3*;;“‘};;"“: 33li. 7d. Salem Quarterly Court Mr. Chapman died in or before 1664, and the lot helmF

Becor :; TR T s et to Joanna Codner, wife of John Codner, in 1700, re.

Court - , OTde oL _0D0Nses atl 1 1 f %

45, o Gecnae CNi. dicessnd, S Bib Kands ‘“M E;ln::ﬂ:aa probably either widow or daughter of Mr
said Chin’s successor, be given to said Codner, In considera- o

tion of bringing up the children of the deceased, and paying

Ejstate of William Bartoll House. This lot was the

his debts. Salem Quarterly Court Records, vol, 4, page 133,

EstatE OF JoHN ELrE oF (MARBLEHEAD?).

John Codner|was bound 6: 1: 16534, to account for what

and paid for the use of Jon. Elie, being ad-

ministrator of his estate, Salem Quarterly Court Records,
vol. 3, leaf 69.

western half of the ten-acre lot of Abraham Whiteare of
Marblehead, fisherman, T7: 10 mo: 1652, when, with the
Joanna Codner lot, he sold it to Edmond Chapman, ship-
wright, and William Bartoll, both of Marblehead.f The
deed was made to Mr. Chapman only. Mr. Chapman
died before Dec. 1, 1664, when John Codner and his wife
Joanna, administratrix of Mr. Chapman’s estate, released

their part of the lot to Mr. Bartoll.§ Mr. Bartoll built

a house upon the lot, and lived there until his death,
which occurred before June 18, 1691, when administra-

tion upon his estate was granted. The house and land
The History and Traditions of Marblehead belonged to his estate in 1700. How much longer. the
house stood is unknown.

1662

At a town meeting held October 21 the commoners

agreed " that the Cove lying between John Codners and

John Northies stage, shall be for a common landing-place
for the use of the public good of the Towne forever.” The
agreement was signed by Moses Maverick, Joseph Dolliber,
John Peach, senior, Christoph Lattimore, John Waldron,
John Codner, "John Bartol, and five others, who were prob-
ably all of the commoners who could write, and signed in
the name of the rest.

Some of the oldest houses in the town are undoubtedly

to be found in the vicinity of the section known as Peach's
Point, where the first settlement was made. The oldest
house of which we have any accurate record, however, is

*Essex Registry of Deeds, book 7, leaf 86,
tEssex Registry of Deeds, book T, leaf 150.
{Essex Registry of Deeds, book 8, leaf 9.
§Essex Registry of Deeds, book T, leaf 140,

that known as the Tucker House, situated on Front Street. This apears Lo be evidence LhatJDhn Codner had a '-""U'n-J“hn-
As early as the year 1664, this house was deeded by John : ? by a previous marriage, but | can find nothing else about that.
Codner to his son John. It is said that the young man was -

about to be married, and that his father intended it as a

wedding present. For many years the house stood by itself
in an open field, and as Codner owned nearly all the land in
the vicinity, there were few houses built around it.

John Codner with Several Marblehead Inhabitants Including Several of Our Other Ancestors Provide for Cow Pasturage

Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 for John Codner

Marbiehead > Town Records
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They say, "You can't judge a book by its cover." In the case
Flll ENBS of Marblehead's historic maritime treasure, Blackler's Salt
fﬂm OF Shed, vou definitely can't judge a building by its current
TUCKER’S WHARF  state of shameful disrepair and neglect.

In Marblehead, many of the great stories of history are
found not merely in books. Here history 13 shill standing in
the streets and along the harbor's edgze. Qur cld butldings
with their drooping roof lines, crammed together along
narrow streets, teetering on the water's edge, and towering
majestically over the Town, all speak velumes about the
lives, aspirations and accomplishments of the great
Marblehead tradition and of the caring and involved people
who bult thiz community 1n the old days.

Marblehead

AGAZINE

Its Lomg, Proud History Is Getting Shorter & Less Revered.

o l' - " o gm .j
Has Time Ron Out For Marblehead's Historic Maritime Treasure? Central to the Town's legend 1z Marblehead's contnibution to

BIACKLER'S SALT HOUSE : ; :
s R MARBLEREAD the American revolotion and the great courage and sacrifice
1770 it took to lead the building of this sreat nation. The fact that

George Washington came twice to Marblehead to thank the
Town for 1ts revolotionary service, echoes through history leaving no doubt of Marblehead's pivotal
role. And vet, nearing demolition. now all but abandoned, stands a symbol from that very era when
Marbleheaders reached for the stars and boldly led a grateful nation to independence and freedom. Now
the handrwork of William Blacker, who rowed Washingten across the Delaware himself, in a boat buslt
with the zame hands, quietly inclines, almost metaphorically, towards a quiet death by the sea.
Blackler's salt shed, an admittedly modest. and mn-down building haz had the Town twice now tum its
back on its restoration. Like an old library bock whose dog-eared cover was replaced with a genenc
institutional binding {and even that 15 worn and warped now) there are still hidden within afl the
wonders of the original  waiting for the right hands to pick it up again. The Town voted for a new trazh

William Blackler, fisherman, lived in
Marblehead ; married a daughter or grand-

daughter ﬂf;?hn Ljudner_; he died before truck but not to save Blackler's salt shed. But the little building that could continues to inspire a small
1731, administration being E’_}lnmd on group of cruzaders, who won't sav die. The struggle of the Friends of Tucker's Wharf, like the

hm: estate Jan. 24, 17333 children : 1. revolutionary whose butlding they want to save, 15 a struggle against the odds, agamst the apathy of
Elias, fisherman, lived in Marblehead, many, and against the special interests that would sweep history aside in faver of simple utility and cost

1732; 2. William, fisherman, lived in
Marblehead, 1731-1736; 3. Mary, mar-
ried Thomas McColly nit' Marhlnhud,

ﬂa_herman. June 5, 1726 ; of Mﬂhl_EhH!i! Marblehead's own story begins with fishing and quickly includes Blackler's Salt Shed. There 12 no
gailor, 1 §1; 4. J ohn, fisherman, lived in mistaking that simple truth. It was, after all, the abundant cod that drew Europeans to New England,
Marblehead. beginning probably in the sixteenth century. They came in the 3pring, fished through the summer, and
tock their catch home n the fall. To keep the fizh from zpetling, they removed the head and intemal
organs, mubbed them with salt. and flaked them in the sun to dry. The bare rocks on the shore of
Marblehead were a natural place to accomplish this, away from the eternal rocking of thewr small, but
=ditad by Sidney Perley EE'EL'LJ.'I:“Iﬂ‘:.}' hoats.

effectivenesz. And, just like the history of Marblehead's revolutionaries, this story still commands
attention and there i3 still fime to save a happy ending.

The Essex Antiquarian, Volume 9

The Salt Shed's story begins with William Blackler and his descendant’s. Blacker was a Marblehead
fisherman whoze date of barth, even the date he came here from England’s Channel Islands 1= not
exactly known. He was among those hardy souls who stayed in Marblehead through the winter, after
the fleet returned to Evrope. He married the daughtfer of another fisherman, John Codner, and they had
five children one of them alzo named Willlam When Joan (or Johann or Jane) Codner Blackler died in
1701, their children mnherited her father's land on the Great Harbor next to Bartoll's Head {now Crocker
Park}).

The second William Blackler married Mary Rowle: on December 13, 1701, i Salem. Their zon
William IIT was baptized on Augost 27, 1704, and he alzo ultimately became a fisherman His wife
Sarah bore five children, of whom the second was named William and baptized on May 18,1740,

By thiz time, Marblehead's hardy fisherman had zrown tired of the low prices they were paid for their
hard-won catches. Sometimesz, England wouldn't even buy their fizh becavze of mizmanagement by the
Roval monopolies. The fish brokers of other countries were not 30 constrained. and so without official
approval, some ships filled with Marblehead fish were forced to go to France and Spain. There was an
eager market for zalt cod among other Englizh colontes too, particularly the izlands whose large
populations of slaves growing sugar could not be sustained with local produce. The fourth William
Blackler may have begun in fishing boats, but while still a vouag man he n:n:uma.ﬂ.ded much larger
ships. j 3 :

It an economy with a chronic shortage of money, 1t was
commeon for Marblehead captains to be paid with a share in
the cargo. If the captains we shrewd traders, they could make
far more for themselves and the other owners across the
Atlantic. He could amazs capital. and the entreprenenrial
William Blackler soon took shares in ships commanded by
other men az well and on the land he had inherited, he built
several warehouses to hold the return cargoes.

And. as vou might have guessed by now, one of William
BElackler's warshouses 13 still standmng: the one he bualt
directly on the waterfront. It was very sturdily built, to say the
least, of 12" x 16" timbers mortised together. It was built not
only to withstand the ocean storms that swept down the
harber, but also for the great weight of cargoes which filled it
iy 1tz hevday. The building 15 known to historians as Captain
BElackler's Salt Houze because cne of the most precious
commodities he traded was zalt. Without zalt, the fish could
not be preserved, and without preserving the first for the ocean crozzing, there would be no trade. Salt
must be kept dry, and so probably was stored on the second floor. A keg of salt 13 very heavy and tons
and tons of kegs on the second floor meant strong rafters and framing: strong enough to last more than
250 vears. and survive the toughest and most violent storms the Atlantic Ocean can serve up. But, will
the handrwork of William Blacker prove strong encugh to withstands the storm of apathy and the sure,
swift hands of expediency?

The River Crossing

Emanuel Leutze's famous but maccurate® painting of 14th Continental Regiment

manning the oars and poles for Washington's crossing of the 1cy Delaware River
on December 25th. 1776

Excerpts from Chapter 1 of "Gen. John Glover and His Marblehead Mariners” by George Athan Billias.

"Trenton”

"The shnill sound of blanng kands snddenly shattered the muist along the banks of the Delaware one cold S1nday moming in early December, 1776, With drums beating and flags unfirled, an advence guard of the British army tremped in to take
posasrion of the little tm'l.'n of Tranton, '?'-.13:1.1. Jersev. Asxthe roops naamdthe river's edge, the dull bpoming :}fﬂznn-u-n sh:ql.,the mpmning air and a shower of shot flew gver from the opposite shore, The brisk fring came frnmmgged rapnants of
Washingtons anmy that had escaped acrass the river 2 few hours before,

"After flesing actoss New Jersey, the American commander-in-chief finally had mcceeded in placing the Dielaware betoeen his force and the enemy. Cemped oo the west baok oppoarte Trenton, Washington watched as the Brtish struggled in vain to
26t 2cross. But further puarsuit was impossible. The Americans had commardeered nearly 2l the boats up and down the stream for miles, and 211 bridges were desroved,

"Unatle to span the Delaware, General Howe decided to brng to a close his campaien for the year and marched the bulk of his army back to winter quarters im Xew Yoric To cocupy the conauered colony of Wew Jersey, the British general left
behind a chain of widely ssparated garmisons. Two of these isolated cantonments, Trenton and Bardentoan, were bocated om the river; the rest stretched tack along the linas nfmmmum:aunmmnnm.gmt'he northeast

"Waskingion grasped quickby the flaw in British defenses: exposed enemy’ posts along the dver lay wide open for a surprise raid. The Delavare, which had been a sanchaasy o a Brotish assul, could become a sprmgbaard for an Amencan attack.
Several dayn before Christmas, be worked out & dering plan to throw four separate forces across the miver to attack Trenton on the night of the holiday. The main force led by Washington himself was to cross at MoKonkey"s Ferry, nine miles above
Trenton, and dash down the opposite shore to smash the Hessian garrison stationed in touwn. A second detachment under General jermes Ewing was to pass over tha river nearer Trenton and seize the bridge leading cut of town to cut off any
possibility of retreat in that direction. A thied bedy under Colonsl John Cadvwalader was to cross farther downstream to diver the atetitizn of the Bordentown garrison, Lasly, Washingion called upon General Israsl Putbam, commanding the foooes
m Flaladelphia_ to march a miliba column imte New Jersey further to distract the enemy:

"The plar was 21 Dot 2 desperate gamble, Tt called for three of e triskizst maneuvers kmown to military men; 2 night anack, precize titning tv dispersed forces, and 2 coordinated povement of coluenms radiating in am are frow 2 oommLon Jenfer.
But Washingten was willing t bazard nearly 3000 men, of half kis sptive force after receiving remfbmmuts. o thls pisky operation.

"He head no alternative but attarl-  The week after Christmae hie sty would disintegrate as enlistments Elpi:ed, end he had to get one more battle out of these men befare many of them left the sandce. o discouraged wax Washington in December
that he came closer 1o admitiing defeat than af any nthernmedwmgthe war, "TIe game” was "premy near up,” e wrae his brother in confidence, unlass everything possitle was done to creats 2 pew anmy,

"Unfortunately his four-pronged attack never came of as planned. Ewing was unable to get across the over because, he reparted later, = the Cuantity of Ice was so great.” Cadwalader enccuntered the same difficulty, bt be did not give up as easily
as Ewing. Mmmﬁ to 2 different location, he mansged to farny 2 few troops to the Jersev shore, But when he found that he mﬂdnﬂtgﬁt hix artillary across, Cadwalader, too, returned to the west benk. Tinaware ﬁmt]m other commandars had ﬂiled,
Washington was praparing to pull out for Melonkey's Famy when werd reached himn that Puseaes’™s troops would be unable o march 25 be kad opdered. By now the Trenton operation bad narrewsd itsalf down to 2 single question: could
Washingion's ewn force navigate the ice-sirenn nver to get into position for the attack?

"The answer depended upon Colone] John Glover & tough linle terrier of 2 man on whom Washington relied for so many of the amv’s amphibiows moves, Glover had been a ship owning merchant in Marblehead pefore the war, 2nd his civilian
career had admirably souipped him for milisary servics, Accustomed to a pasiticn of power 20d authority in the busingss world, be found it easy to command roops in the fisld, The drive, intellipence, and ambition that enabled hisn 1o 2mass a small
fortune m commerce were the same qualities required of a capable officer. Most mportant of all, his koowledee and experience of mantime matiers made 1t possible for him to master the diffirult art of small-scale amphitious operations.

"Qlover was Forty-Tour at the titse, His well-chissled features, broad, high forehead, and clear, deep-set eves made him an atrastive-loskdng mas; 2 long, fine nose and full lips addad to his handsowte appearance, Bt it was his outihnst jaw et
deaoted the commandes, e its firm, strong lices indicated tenacity and determination. Although he was shert and stockay, Glover made up for his lack of heighi by abundant energy.

"The regirment Glover kad recruited, the Foungenth Continertal, was one of the most colorfil units in the sntire army. It was composed mainty of rugged fishermen and sailors from Afarklehaad, men who could handle oars a5 wall as mushbets.
Evendhing absut the regiment stnacked of the sea. Clad in bhes jackess, white caps, and tarved mousers, tpical garb of Gshenmen, many Miarblaheadars marched of o war in tie sante kind of clothes they were off the Grand Banks, The disciplins
for which the umit was famed was a result of the men’s training o taking orders on shipboard  And if they approached the enemy with less fear than most troops, 1t was becaase their life a2 sea bad acoustomed them constantly te face danger.

"Waskinston had come 1o leok upen Glover's men as a kind of ferrving command ever simce the regiment had helped to svacuate the American amny Som a srecaniows postien on Long [Hand in Avgust, 1776, When the aftack on Treaten frst had
besn discussed, tradition avers that Washingten turned to Glover to ask if his marners coold navigete the ice.choloed river. Glover had mommred quietly that his lads could menage the task. Only after this assurance, it was said, did Washington

proceed with his plan.

"As duak fell early om that Heak December afternoen, the boats that Washington had collected and concealed from snemy view were brought down to McoFonkey's Ferry. The Durham boats used for fermving the treops normally carried cargoes of

irem, grain, and whisky, Built for river commeres, they were ideally suited for militany sperations becaunse of their large size and light dradt. Averaging sixty faet in lenzh and oith 2 beam of sizht fees, one boat could bold an eative regiment Even
when fully loaded they drew only twenty-four to thirty inches, so that troops would be able o wade to shore. Pointed at both ends and Jooking like combersome canoes, the boats were propelled dovwnstream by eightesn.foot cars and upstream by

poles. These freslonater craf must bave seemed strange to Glover's salt-water sailocs.

"While the boats were Deing rowed info position, the 2300 men in Waskingion's foree rehuctantly lofi the warmth of their yeall fires i the camp opposite Trenton and started fheir nine.pile ek to the ferry, Bt was 2 croel march for thinly clzd troops,
Dne vouns majer whe trailed the colump 1o deliver dispatehes recalled thas the routs was easily traced in the saow by blosdstains "from the feet of the mean who wors broken shoes” But there wers no complaints, for another officer noted thar the
men bore op under these painfil conditions without a murmur.

"Reaching the river’s edge, the soldiers wers hustled absard waiting craft. Sitling thers stiff and tense, the men must have watched anmiousiv a5 the process of loading weighted dovn sach boal, cawsing it o setile lower and lower info the vwater.
Once filled, the beavil: bardensd boat slowly made ats way out into the dark over.

"Cmghms night brought with it 2 hewling storen; the first phase of the batile of Trenton became 2 struggle against the elements, not the enemy, An angry wind reared down, chuming the river waters and making diffisult the handling of piiching
craft ' The river was high; the swift and surging current wes littered with ice. As the night turmed colder and the wind more piercing, naw ice formed on the gear, end Glover's men undoubiedly cursed 2z pars and poles slipped from mimb hands.

"The Delaware at the forrving placs was calyv about ooe thousand feet wide, vet Glover™s soldiess were forced 1o call upon all of their seamen's s3dll 1o navigate this shoct span. Great chunks of ice came sinping dewnstream like white torpedoes to
smach pgminet the sides of the boate. As they ground to a halt, the huge slabs became obstacles as they clung alongside and impeded the forward progress of the araft. Each cake of ive had to be wrestled out of the way before the boats could contimae
their passage, The floating ice in the river,” reported one pamicipant, made the labor 2lmost imcredible’,

“As if iver conditions were not bad enough, about eleven o'clock it began fo snow: What Iittle visibility there had besn to steer through the treacherons waters was now obscured. Pesring into the blinding storm, Glover's men had to strain their eves
to pick out ice flees from the mase of white fakes that whirled aproas their vision. Despite thess diffieultes, the men of the Fourtesnth worled soey; and the patriot fores on the east side of the Delaware graduslb- swelled in gize.

"Back on the west bank, young, stout Colone] Henry Knox bellowed orders to the troaps boarding the boats. No doubt ke was given this assignment net only because his boorming vaice conild be heard abeve the nver’s roar, but because the sucoess

of the expedifion hinged upon the sighteen cannon over which he had charge, Artillen was the bad-weather anm of the American anmy, Muskets could not be relied apon snce priming pans gof wet, buf cannon could be used in rain or suow, if
protected. As soon as it began to snow, Knox's guns took on a preater importance.

"Perrvitg the heavy howitzers and gums became (he most critical pamt of the entire operation. After all, Cadwalader had been able to get his men across the river; it was the ariflerc hat hed proved bis dovwniall, With much swesting and swearing,
Glover's men susceeded where Cadwalader had failed. As Knox neted so aptly, ™. perseverance accomplished what at first seemed impossible”

"Whan it came time for Washington himself to be ferried, Marbleheaders leaped to command the eraft in which he crossed. Willlam Blackier 3 captain in Glover's regiment, proudly assertad after the voar that he had won this post of honer, having
served op several patriet comittess with Glover, the thirtv-sic-vear-old mariver had both the backeraund and training o be entrusted with 5o importans 2 task, Blackler’s boast was borne sut by John Foads Fussell, another hMarblebeader and 2
privaie in Clover's regment, who clamed he rowed the boat with the general and captain aboard.”

* "Tie image most Americans carry of Washingron crossing the Delmeare &s folse. i i dated upon the familiar palnting by Emanuel Lewze, g German-dorn artist who [fied it America bur spew aome than hwe decadas i the fond of his Sircl. Liing
e Rhine fo pororay the Delawere, Zevtse 1ok move arilstlc [dersies themr wsual el bz plevure s fWliedhwith nseciwractes, Isnead of the Durhaen doats witleh were actually weed Lewse paited crant whar looked [ike ship long-boors, The dorer wmen
crowaded Rt the sonall dot in the foregrownd of kit pictune mest certainly would hove swiaonped a crapl of that size. [ by some miracle the boo iad remained afloa, its heavy draft wowld henve prevented the men aboard from aporeaching within
twaniy feet of the shore. Nor does it seam probable that @ mam with Washingrons mnme good sense wouwld have frvited disazter by stowding with one foor on the grmvale while crossing an icedifled river on o dark nigit

"Bt if this painting kas served no other pacpose, it has imemartalized the performance of Glover's regiment; without the efforts of the Fourtesnth Continental fhere might never have been a bastle of Treoten. The seafarng taleats of Glever's unit
geve it the worth of ten regiments that night Ferrying Washingion's force across the river without the loss of & sizgle man or cannon, the Marbleheaders put the American commander in a position to launch a surprise attack asainst the Hessians.

"It was fhree in the momming, dhree hours behind schedule, before Glaver's men finished ferrving the troops, Another hour passed as the men milled about, lining up into marching Srmation. Washington's tinesable called for the aftack to take place

one hour before daybreak But with Trentoa shill mine miles away, it became increasmgly clear that the attack: could not be made under cover of darkness as planned. “Victory or Death,” the countersign suggested by Washington himself, fook ona
moTe ominone rng.”
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John Codner & Joan Bartoll

Joan Codner & William Blackler Deliverance Codner & Benjamin Gale
1 |
William Blackler & Mary Rowles John Gale & 1;-’[11'13111 Stacey
‘ u
William Blackler & Sarah Burrill John Gale & Sl;SHﬂﬂah Dennis
|
Capt. William Blackler (below) Hannah Gale & Colonel John Glover

Colone]l John Glover orzaniring the evacnation of General
Georee YWashington’s Army from Brooklyn



The Gale family records in England and the United States

(10y III PBENJAAMIN GALE, of Marblehead, m.
-let—Emﬂt—-m-@—smmdﬂFu—Iﬁﬁﬂr DELIVERANCE—,
He was called a “cordswainer” in a deed in 1710, He d.
Angust 13, 1714 and his wife, Deliverance, survived him.
Children :

40 1 .";J.';L. b. ﬁpﬁl G. 1677,
£l ﬂ—-ul'y-ﬂa.&.h. Sept. 18, 679 ; d. young.
1% 8 Jok iz"ﬂ'ﬁﬁﬁﬁ“ m. IsIm-mn-—

43 4 _dmbrose, b. Jannary I, 1683,

44 5 Elizabeth,b. Feb. 1, 1083,

45 6 Doly, b. Feb, 29, 1680, Delyverance

46 7 .Bm;;#ﬁiﬂt, b. '\cﬁ' 5, 1694: m, Eleaﬂer—-
47 8 ’ e : o 2ab Chayts
48 9 Mﬂawf b, Oct. 3 1&19 . Harv Haﬂdﬁn.

* Joseph Gale and Hannah Charter were married in 1725. There is no Joseph Gale in the
will of Deliverance’s Codner Gale’s father in 1710 nor in the distribution to his grandchildren
in 1725. Baptism records exist for two Josephs born to Benjamin (no mother's name). I
conclude the father was not the husband of Deliverance, and that Jodepph was an error
(John was born on that day)

Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 Marblehead > Births, Marriages and Death
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Marblehead
Births
GALE (Gail)

Mary. d. Benjamin and Lidia. Apr. 6, 1677

John, s. Benjamin and Lidia, Sept. 13, 1679
Ambrose. s. Benjamin and Lidia. Feb. 1. 1683
Elizabeth. d. Benjamin and Lidia. 1: 7br: 1685
Delyverance, d. Benjamin and Lidia, 29: 7br: 1690
Benjamin. s. Benjamin and Lidia, Nov. 5, 1694

Samuell, s. Benjamin and Lidia, Oct. 3, 1699

John Codner’s Will
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Excerpt of the Document of Distribution of Real Estate to the Grandchildren
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John Gale ,__/’/d 4 :
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Ambrose Gale Mmi ;

Benjamin Gale 7 ‘% . - mmm #E
F’ , - “gfp,m m_f Mary Dodd alias Gale
;Z %f' ' {/ -F éaif e’ Elizabeth Girdler alias Gale
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Deliverance Knight alias Gale
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